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The Message

• The Eight Millennium Development Goals 
form a blueprint agreed to by all the worlds 
leaders and all the worlds leading 
development institutions.

• The UN Millennium Summit 2000 
established  a time bound (2015) and 
measurable goals and targets for 
combating poverty, hunger, environmental 
degradation etc. These goals are now 
placed in the heart of the global agenda. 

• The paper presents the role of FIG in 
responding to the MDGs and the global 
agenda. 

• Surveying and mapping, spatial information 
management, cadastre and land 
management provide a basis for poverty 
reduction and sustainable development. 

• FIG will work closely with the World 
Bank and UN-Habitat to support and 
contribute to this global agenda. 
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““The adoption of the Millennium Development The adoption of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) drawn from the United Nations Goals (MDGs) drawn from the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration, was a seminal event Millennium Declaration, was a seminal event 
in the history of United Nations. It constituted in the history of United Nations. It constituted 
an unprecedented promise by world leaders to an unprecedented promise by world leaders to 
address, as a single package, peace, security, address, as a single package, peace, security, 
development, human rights and fundamental development, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms.freedoms.””

Kofi Annan, 2005Kofi Annan, 2005

A Global Vision

Fundamental Human Rights …

• Freedom from Poverty
• Freedom from Fear
• Freedom to live in Human Dignity

Kofi Annan, 2005



3

The UN Millennium Development Goals

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women 
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 
Goal 5: Improve maternal health Goal 5: Improve maternal health 
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 
Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for DevelopmentGoal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development

The framework includes 18 targets and The framework includes 18 targets and 
48 indicators enabling the ongoing 48 indicators enabling the ongoing 

monitoring of annual progressmonitoring of annual progress

The first seven goals are mutually 
reinforcing and directed at 
reducing poverty in all its forms.
The last goal – global partner-
ship for development – is about 
the means to achieve the first seven.  

Surveyors play a key role in 
in terms of providing some of 
fundamental preconditions for
development. 

These preconditions are
embedded in the MDGs and spelled
out in the targets and indicators
for achieving the MDGs.  

FIG should make the world under-
stand the important contribution
of the surveying profession in
this regard. 
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32

Source: Svein Tveitdal: FIG Regional Conference, Marrakech, December 2003.  

Kingston, Jamaica
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Northern Ghana

Malawi
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Vietnam

Kibera, Nairobi, 250 ha, 1 mill+ people
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It is all about:

People 
Human rights, engagement and dignity

Politics
Land policies and  good governance

Places
Shelter, land rights and natural resources

The role of FIG

Is strongly committed to the MDGs and 
the UN-Habitat agenda on the GLTN
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The role of the surveying profession

The MDGs is a powerful concept towards development, 
security and human rights for all. The surveying profession 
plays is key role by providing: 

• Geographic information in terms of mapping, 
database son the natural and built environment

• Secure tenure systems
• Systems for land valuation, land use management 

and land development
• Systems for transparency and good governance

•• FIG should identify its role in achieving the MDGs and FIG should identify its role in achieving the MDGs and 
spell out the areas where the global surveying profession spell out the areas where the global surveying profession 
can make a significant contribution. can make a significant contribution. 

•• Issues such as tenure security, proIssues such as tenure security, pro--poor land poor land 
management, and good governance in land administration management, and good governance in land administration 
are all key issues to be advocated in the process of are all key issues to be advocated in the process of 
reaching the goals. reaching the goals. 

•• Measures such as capacity assessment, institutional Measures such as capacity assessment, institutional 
development and human resource development are all key development and human resource development are all key 
tools.tools.

The role of FIG …
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•• FIG should work closely with the UN agencies and FIG should work closely with the UN agencies and 
especially the World Bank in merging our efforts of especially the World Bank in merging our efforts of 
contributing to the implementation of the MDGs. contributing to the implementation of the MDGs. 

•• The World Bank Development Agenda plays a key role in The World Bank Development Agenda plays a key role in 
implementing the MDGs. The FIG/WB cooperation is implementing the MDGs. The FIG/WB cooperation is 
widely recognised especially in the area of land widely recognised especially in the area of land 
administration. This is recognised in the recent administration. This is recognised in the recent MoUMoU
agreed to between FIG and the WB.agreed to between FIG and the WB.

•• A high profile FIG/WB conference is planned for November  A high profile FIG/WB conference is planned for November  
2008 at the WB Headquarters in Washington that will focus 2008 at the WB Headquarters in Washington that will focus 
on implementing the MDGs and good governance in  land on implementing the MDGs and good governance in  land 
administration. The conference should show how FIG and administration. The conference should show how FIG and 
the WB are working in parallel especially in the area of the WB are working in parallel especially in the area of 
capacity development in land administration. capacity development in land administration. 

…The role of FIG

The Land Management Paradigm

Land Management includes all activities associated with the management of land and 
natural resources that are required to fulfill political objectives and achieve sustainable 
development. 
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What is a good property system ? 

• People in general can participate in the land market; 
widespread ownership; everybody can make transactions 
and have access to registration

• The infrastructure supporting transactions must be simple, 
fast, cheap, reliable, and free of corruption.

• The system provides safety for housing and business, and 
for capital formation

Only 25-30 countries in the world 
apply to these criteria.

Characteristics of traditional Cadastral Systems 

The Cadastral register identifies the 
land parcels by number and area

The Land Book secures the legal rights 
based on the cadastral identification

The Cadastral map identifies the land 
parcels geographically

The cadastral measurements identify 
the position of the property boundaries 
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The Cadastral Domain Model

Parcel

Person

Right

Building a Core Model

• Cadastre/legal systems often have a bad reputation (sometimes related to 
colonial times and/or lack of transparency)

• However, Cadastral system are basically about the relations
between objects – subjects – social tenure 

• The system should support a range of social
tenure relations (‘rights’) from informal 
(customary, indigenous) to formal 

• The system must be able to accommodate
a range of objects (not only land parcels)

• The same for persons (variety of subjects: 
groups, organizations, natural persons) 

Social Tenure Domain Model (STDM)

Object

Subject

Social tenure
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UN-Habitat has asked FIG to: 

• Develop STDM as a conceptual model
• Develop specifications for prototype development
• Develop a prototype 
• Test STDM prototype with real data

• Provide procedures for peer review and quality control 

• Undertake a project on informal development in the ECE Countries
• Undertake a project on planning tools for upgrading informal settlements

FIG responses to the global agenda

WWW.FIG.NET
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From Cadastre to 
Holistic and Pro Poor Land Management

Holding of rights to lands
Economic aspects of land 
Control of land use and land development

Administering the people to land relationship through

Land Policy
Land Management
Good Governance

and
Building the capacity to deal with this

People, Politics and Places
- and Power

It is all about:
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The future belongs to our children


