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We would like to show our appreciation to all who participated in the Young
SurveyorsAfrican Meeting and the 2018 FIGAfrican RegionalNetwork Meeting in
Gaborone,Botswana.

Thethemeof the FIGARN,άDŜƻ-SpatialTechnologyImpacts: Shiftingthe Paradigmin
!ŦǊƛŎŀέΣshowedthe cleargoalandaneyefor the future. Thisgavethe opportunity for
youngsurveyorsto think about how we canapplyour energy,knowledgeandskillsto
future technologicalpossibilitiesin meeting the needsof the AfricanContinentand
the world.

TheFIGARN2018wasa verysuccessfulevent,with youngsurveyorsbeingverymuch
engagedthroughout the programme. It involvedtwo veryinteractiveandinformative
panel discussionson ά¢ƘŜrole of the African governmentsin advancingFit for
Purpose Geo-Spatial ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎέand ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎAfrican Smart Cities and
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ. The FIGYoungSurveyorsAfrican Network also met to discussthe
future of our Network, and how to better create more cohesionamongthe African
YoungSurveyors.

In all, the three days demonstrated growing need for the involvement of young
surveyors,not just assurveyorsof the future, but aschangemakersof today.

Kwabena Obeng Asiama (Ghana)
Lore Kelvin Sereetsi(Botswana)
Kingsley Yaw Sam (Ghana)
Eva-Maria Unger, Chair FIG YSN (The Netherlands)



About the Young Surveyors African Meeting

On a warm bright sunnyday in Gaborone,Botswana,32 youngsurveyorsfrom 8 different countriesgatheredat the
Tlotlo Hotel and ConferenceCentreto share,brainstorm,explore,and re-orient, from ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎGeo-spatialAfrica, into
the future of the continent.

TheYoungSurveyorsAfricanMeeting (YSAM)washeld on the 16th of October,2018, prior to the FIGAfricanRegional
NetworkMeeting2018. Thethemeof the YSAMwasάCƛǘǘƛƴƎ!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎNeeds: TheYoungSurveyorin a Smart²ƻǊƭŘέ. This
theme provided the opportunity for several presentations from young and seasonedsurveyorsall over African
continent,with the focuson the role of the youngsurveyor.

TheYSAMalsoprovideda unique setting for the YoungSurveyorsAfricanNetwork to chart out its future courseasa
regionalnetwork.



Opening Session

Themeetingopenedwith welcomemessagesfrom the representativesof the BotswananInstitute of Geomatics(BIG),the
InternationalFederationof Surveyors(FIG),FIGFoundation,andthe FIGYoung{ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊǎΩNetwork.

The BotswananInstitute of Geomatics(BIG)offered its warm welcome to the Botswanaand Gaboronein particular,
through its President,JakobaKgopolelo, a YoungSurveyor. Thiswasfollowed by warm greetingsfrom the FIG,through
FIGVicePresident,DianneDumashie, who talkedabout the importanceof the involvementof youngsurveyorsin the FIG,
and the overall goal of the FIG. Shewished the YoungSurveyorsa fruitful meeting and nice stay in Gaborone,and
encouragedour involvementin the FIGAfricanRegionalNetwork(ARN)Meeting.

TheFIGFoundationthrough its President,JohnHohol, alsosent their goodwillmessagethrougha presentationmadeon
their behalfby KwabenaAsiama,ashe couldnot be at the meeting. Hehighlightedthe contributionof the FIGFoundation
to the FIGYSNsince2006, awarding121grantsworthϵ265,000($310,000) in total, includingfive grantsfor thisYSAM.

TheFIGYSNChairEva-Maria Unger, and ViceChair(Administration)and Chair-elect MelissaHarrington alsoboth sent
their warm felicitations through video messages(9ǾŀΩǎmessageandaŜƭƛǎǎŀΩǎmessage) to the meetingattendees. The
final messagewasfrom the FIGYSNrepresentative,KwabenaAsiama. Herethe attendeeswere encouragedto take full
part in the YSAMandthe ARNmeeting. The2014/18workplanandits resultsthusfar werealsopresentedto them.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-I8wskc_-yVmmLJnXGslCBwMGY5DUiMo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HwMiiH_e1t1i80SeEKURJxejU6rO6gYg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pL_hAV5uhNfokJwq7jFwgdjWH4XAsCK5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tPNhJccc1MrV789IaWWyXJttgijbGWDM


Keynote Session

The keynote for the meeting was delivered by Lopang Maphale on behalf of Kwame Tenadu Snr, Chair of FIG
Commission8 andManagingDirectorof UdanetGroup,Ghana.

TheKeynotewason the topicά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎSmartTechnologiesto the SocietalNeedsof the African/ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘέ. Hetalked
about the emerging(smart)technologiesof today,andthe Africancontinentasa whole.

We learnt about the linkagesbetween smart technologiesand the societalproblemsthat Africa has today, including
food insecurity,shelter, education,and infrastructure. He concludedwith an inspiration for youngsurveyorsthrough
self-esteem,self-respect,capacitybuilding,purposefulleadership,innovation,andwasteavoidance.

�^�t���������v���}�v�o�Ç���]�u�‰�����š���}�µ�Œ�����v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�•���]�(���Á�����š���l�����Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç�����v�������}�v�š�Œ�}�o���}�(���}�µ�Œ���}�Á�v���‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�]�}�v���o�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z��
self-�•�š�µ���Ç�_�X


