
 SURVEYING

T
he 21st century society is a knowledge 

countries with the most highly educated 

citizens are also some of the wealthiest 

behind in educational attainment is Africa 

Not many youths are eager to enroll 

tertiary educational institutions and a lot 

which usually selects from candidates 

they could not be admitted for their 

therefore settle for a second choice 

Factors responsible for 
the decline in the number 
(quantity) of surveying 
professionals and prospective 
surveying students

What is in a name?

school education is conscious of the 

medicine, law, engineering, information 

and chains, under the scorching heat of 

Surveying profession in Nigeria
Stimulating interest and encouraging youth participation for future sustainability
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st

a doctors, barrister, or engineer rather 

Poor job prospects

little dedication to duty and eagerness to 

are usually restricted to the federal 

when enrolling for undergraduate study 

Conflicting representation 
of surveying 

engineering, mechanical engineering 

etc are all recognized as engineering 

scientist elsewhere due to difference in 

there is a lack of any clear international 

in some countries are not considered 

Professional rigors and hazards

S/N Academic Session
No. of UME 
Applicants

Merit Supplementary

1 26 105

2 64 28 27

3 2000/2001 11 65

4 2001/2002 14 147

5 2002/2003 28 27

6 2003/2004 42 23

7 2004/2005 - - -

8 2005/2006 52 17

2006/2007 36 13 45

10 2007/2008 36 23

11 26 2

*na-Not Available

Table 1: Students Enrolment Statistics in department of Surveying and Geoinformatics, 

University of Lagos Between 1998 and 2009 [Adapted from Fajemirokun et al. 2009]
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rigours cum risks that come with it, 

Brain drain

better academic and research facilities, 

Factors responsible for the 
decline in the quality of young 
surveying professionals and 
prospective surveying students

Dearth of qualified personnel

lecturers who might not necessarily 

Obsolete curriculum and 
inadequacy of modern equipment

by electronic distance 

measurement, and 

more recently by 

become an analytical 

has made remote sensing 

Unfortunately though, 

the African continent 

is yet to fully utilize 

offered by modern day 

technologists and 

the obsolete methods of 

for teaching are well 

grounded in the traditional 

need to be retrained 

Country
No. of 

Departments
Names of Universities

Nigeria 11

South Africa
1

Botswana
1

Zimbabwe
2

Zambia
1

1
Architectural Studies

Kenya
2

Uganda 1

Democratic
1

Sudan
1

1

Table 2: List of Universities in Sub-Saharan Africa [Adapted from Ruther (2003)]
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in the new emerging geoinformation 

refresher courses, they are unfamiliar 

Paucity of funds

African countries, it nonetheless suffers 

a similar fate with them in-terms of 

geoinformatics education in Africa 

institutions are under funded and 

researchers/teachers in academia; 

and constantly retrain educators in-

Charting a way forward

Change of name and curriculum

In line with global trend, it is necessary to 

change the name of the course in tertiary 

it will most likely stimulate the interest 

In addition to name change, it is also 

further stimulate the interest of young 

Mentoring and volunteering

colleagues in Nigeria by sensitizing them 

In addition, concerted efforts should be 

Impressed by the 

glamour and prestige 

that come with 

professions like medicine, 

law, engineering etc, 

an average Nigerian 

youth would prefer to be 

referred to as a doctors, 

barrister, or engineer 

rather than being 

referred to as a Surveyor; 

the name sounds out-

dated to them
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Private funding initiatives

funds, efforts should be made to 

with their alumni associations, local 

reach out to their wide range of contacts 

in a bid to raise funds for the geomatic 

encouraged to host their international 

scheduled to hold in Malaysia is 

Use of modern equipment

organizations and encourage them to 

collection as well as make the whole 

usually associated with the use of out-

Academic collaboration 
and E-Learning

local institutions can be combated by 

In line with global trend, 

it is necessary to change 

the name of the course in 

tertiary institutions from 

Surveying to Geomatic 

engineering/sciences.



assistance, outdated curriculums can be 

can be organized for academic staff 

facilities like the webinar can now be used 

to conduct trainings without sending staff 

real world situation, trainees can see the 

this, staff training and retraining will be 

Conclusion

sector in general, and the geomatic 
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Using modern 

equipment will 

drastically reduce the 

time spent on site for 

data collection as well 

as make the whole 

survey process from 

start-to-completion very 

easy and fascinating
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