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Surveyors and Ethics go 
back a long way

Maurice Barbieri, CLGE President



Leading Surveyors Association
• 39 Member countries
• + 2 Observing members
• 28 EU Members States
• >> 100.000 Surveyors

• Requires close cooperation
– FIG, YSEN, …
– EuroGeographics, PCC
– European Bodies
– National Associations
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Ethics : Facts and figures

• Who is involved? : 
– Public Authorities
– Research units
– Associations (national, regional)
– Private sector (Surveyors, Engineers, 

Architects,…)
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Ethics : Facts and figures

• The Codes: 
– FIG professionals Ethics (1998)
– International Ethics Standards Coalition 

(IESC)
– Surveyors Creeds and Canons (USA)
– Code of Conduct for European Surveyors
– National codes of Ethics



Some examples



Some examples

Ethical Principles

Integrity
Independence
Care and competence
Duty



Some examples

Ethical principles:

• Accountability
• Confidentiality
• Conflict of Interest
• Financial Responsibility
• Integrity
• Lawfulness
• Reflection
• Standard of Service
• Transparency
• Trust



Some examples

• General Principles
• Relationship to Recipients of Services 
• Relationship with other Surveyors 
• Professional qualification and development



Ethics : Facts and figures

• The regulation : 
– Associations (national, regional)
– Chambers
– Orders
– Registers
– Authorities
– Society



Washington Round Table
the first

Global Surveyors’ Day

21 March 2018 World Bank - Washington D.C. (USA)
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2019, a World Bank Round 
Table on Professional Ethics in 

Surveying 

21 March 2018

• Worldwide, Regional and local initiatives to 
regulate professional ethics 

• Professional ethics under pressure, how to cope 
with technical developments 

• Ethics, from theory to practice 



The surveyor yesterday and 
today

• The technology 
and the society 
make us evolve

The pressure of 
technological 

development is 
driving social change

The pressure of 
technological 
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“Code of Professional Qualification for 
Property Surveyors” 



The surveyor tomorrow?



Surveyor : one profession; 
several activities



What is our future?
• The base of the digital revolution: the data

– A new science is born
– We have to adapt our education urgently (e-learning, CPD)

• The meta-platforms are the future
– The apps will replace the traditional consultation
– Virtual reality and the connected citizen exist already 

• The new technologies will bring a (r)evolution in the 
traditional operations and in the registers

– Blockchains will replace gradually the traditional operations. 
We have to improve some aspects (energy, hosting, 
sustainability, guaranty,...)

– We must be ready to set up a collaboration between the public 
and the private sectors



The new technologies / trends

We have to be ready to deal with:

• Blockchains (who keeps the control / gives the 
guarantee?)

• Artificial intelligence (machine operations will replace 
human tasks)

• Increasing of use of social media (fake news, 
influencing trends)

• Instrumental measurement (drones, LIDAR, satellite)
• Crowdsourcing



3D and Ethics
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3D and Ethics
Some conclusions:

• Technological changes are driven societal changes
• Instrumental measurement / artificial intelligence are 

more and more used by the professionals
• We have new solutions for our day to day‘s work
• The new challenge is the control on digital data
• We don’t have to forget to act as “ethical professionals”

Tank You for your attention


