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SUMMARY  
Abstract One of the major challenges facing land acquisition in most mining communities of 
Ghana is the absence of clearly demarcated and undisputed land boundaries and ownership. 
Natural features (trees, hedges, footpaths, ridges, valleys and streams) that were used in the 
past to mark and describe land boundaries and tracts have become obliterated and obsolete 
long ago. The locations of some settlements, streams and roads have been changed, ridges 
have been flattened, valleys filled and even relatively permanent markers like concrete pillars 
and iron rods have been destroyed. These have contributed to numerous disputes about land 
boundaries, ownership and compensation payments in the area. This paper presents detail 
accounts of the land boundary and ownership problems in the mining communities of Tarkwa, 
Ghana, the sources of the problems, the challenges they pose to land acquisition, and suggests 
ways to deal with them. The study found mining activities as the major source of the 
boundary problems, and getting a legal title or recognition to ‘purchased’ land as the main 
challenge to land acquisition in the area. It is recommended that all stakeholders in land in 
mining communities should get knowledge of existing boundary and ownership problems and 
engage the services of professional surveyors to serve as guides in land transactions or 
undertakings.  


