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2013 FIG Working Week

“Environment for Sustainability”

Abuja, Nigeria,  4th – 11th 2013

36th General Assembly

President’s Report

106 Member Associations; 41 Affiliate Members; 90 Academic Members;

22 Corporate Members & 4 Correspondents

120 Countries

(1st Jan 2013)

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure
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Commissions

2012 General Assembly elected or confirmed as chair-elects –

FIG Commission 1 Brian J. Coutts (NZIS, New Zealand) (elected)

FIG Commission 2 Ms. Liza Groenendijk (GIN, The Netherlands)

FIG Commission 3 Enrico Rispoli (CNGeGL, Italy)

FIG Commission 4 Ms. Angela Kesiena Etuonovbe (NIS, Nigeria)

FIG Commission 5 Volker Schwieger (DVW, Germany)

FIG Commission 6 Ivo Milev (USLMB, Bulgaria)

FIG Commission 7 Ms Gerda Schennach (OVG, Austria) (elected)

FIG Commission 8 Kwame Tenadu (GhIS, Ghana) (elected)

FIG Commission 9 Liao Jinping (Patrick) (CIREA, PR China)

Council will recommend to this General Assembly for –

FIG Commission 10 a nominee of RICS as chair-elect

Young Surveyors Network a candidate as chair-elect

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

Revised Voting Structure

The 2012 General Assembly in Rome unanimously adopted the recommendations

from the Working Group on Voting Rights (that was convened by the 2011 General

Assembly in Marrakech) that:

� the voting system be changed;

� the right to vote remains with member associations; 

� a sliding scale of voting, relative to association’s membership numbers, be 

adopted; and 

� Council prepare and table a proposal (after consultation with the members) to 

amend Article 6.6 of the FIG Statutes no later than at the 1st session and to be 

implemented at the 2nd session of the 2014 General Assembly in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia.
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Revised Voting Structure: Council’s Proposal

1: 2: 3 Voting Structure for Member Associations

a) Member Association with 1000 or more members will have an extra vote 

(meaning two instead of one)

b) Member Association that is paying the maximum membership fee will receive an 

extra vote (meaning three per association instead of one)

c) All other Member Association continues to have one vote.

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
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Responsibilities of Council Members: 2013 & 2014

Vice President Chryssy POTSIOU (2011 – 2014)

Chair FIG Task Force on Property and Housing; manage and co-ordinate FIG’s initiatives

in the area of property and housing; responsible for FIG’s response the UN-Habitat’s

global housing strategy and initiatives; responsible for FIG’s initiatives on Academic

Members; co-ordinate the annual Forum for Academic Members; Council’s

representative to the FIG Foundation.

Vice President Rudolf STAIGER (2011 – 2014)

Chair FIG’s Advisory Committee of Commission Officers (ACCO); manage and co-

ordinate FIG’s ten Commissions, technical strategy and initiatives including providing

oversight to FIG’s initiatives on standards, peer-review process, knowledge sharing

initiatives and Affiliate Members; Council’s representative on the FIG’s Task Force on

Surveyor and Climate Change.

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
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Responsibilities of Council Members: 2013 & 2014

Vice President Bruno Razza (2013 – 2016)

Manage and co-ordinate FIG’s financial and administrative strategy and initiatives

including providing oversight for general membership issues, the FIG Office, the FIG

Administrative Manual; Council’s representative on the FIG’s Africa Task Force.

Vice President Pengfei Cheng (2013 – 2016)

Manage and co-ordinate FIG’s initiatives and development in the areas of

professionalism and ethics; support cooperation with regional structures and co-

ordinate related agenda for action, outputs and delivery.

All Vice Presidents, together with the President, promote the Federation and the significance of

the profession; communicate and clarify to the membership the vision and direction of the

Federation, contribute in enhancing the Federation’s partnership with UN related agencies, the

World Bank and other external international or multi-lateral agencies as well as sister and allied

organizations.

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

FIG Administration

Council have carefully considered and shaped an administration that will continue to build on

the foundations that was laid, to carry and advance the Federation and its objective in the

coming years and term. The FIG Administration is now wholly located within the FIG Office in

Copenhagen and with the FIG Director departing FIG at the end of July this year, the reshaped

Administration now comprises:

Ms Louise Friis-Hansen, FIG Manager;

Ms Hanne Elster, FIG Office and Events Coordinator;

Ms Claudia Stormoen, FIG Office and Events Coordinator;

Ms Julie Hyun Sook Lee, FIG Development Coordinator; and

Ms Maria Bargholz, FIG Bookkeeper (part time).

(Council is grateful to the Korean Cadastral Survey Corporation (KCSC), a key member of the Korean Confederation of

Surveyors, FIG member association from the Republic of Korea for providing and financially supporting one of its staff to

undertake the role of FIG Development Coordinator)
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Comité de Liaison des Géomètres Européens (CLGE)

ASEAN Federation of Land Surveying and Geomatics (AFLAG)

Asociación Panamericana de Profesionales de la Agrimensura (APPA)

Mediterranean Union of Surveyors (UMG)

Arab Union of Surveyors (AUS)

Fédération des Géomètres Francophones (FGF)

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

• Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) Association 

• IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (IEEE-GRSS) 

• International Association of Geodesy (IAG) 

• International Cartographic Association (ICA) 

• International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) 

• International Geographical Union (IGU) 

• International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) 

• International Map Industry Association (IMIA) 

• International Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) 

• International Steering Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM)
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(Stig Enemark)

“The rapid advances in geospatial

information and technologies, and their

easy accessibility, have made such

information an invaluable tool in research,

policy and business planning and

implementation. Across all sectors of

society, it is increasingly recognized that

the effective use of geospatial information

helps address many of the current

humanitarian, peace and security,

environmental, and development

challenges facing the world, such as

climate change, natural disasters, disease

pandemics, famines, population

displacement, food and economic crises,

which are of a cross-border nature

requiring both global, regional and

national policy responses.”
(United Nations Secretary General’s Report to the

UN Economic and Social Council, 2011)

has a vision to migrate to a paradigm of managing all information spatially

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres
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(John Whitehead, 2012)
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has a vision to migrate to a paradigm of managing all information spatially
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Provide international perspectives and 

understanding of urban hazard and risk 

terminologies and processes, and how they 

may be applied. Although hazards are 

relatively easy to understand –

earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, typhoons, and 

so on – the frequency, likelihood, or risk of 

them occurring and impacting on urban 

environments is much harder to understand 

and demonstrate. Disaster risk reduction 

programs aim to reduce the vulnerability 

(and enhance the resilience) of communities 

to the adverse effects of natural hazards. A 

key step in reducing vulnerability is the 

development and delivery of natural hazard 

impact and risk information and mapping

has a vision to migrate to a paradigm of managing all information spatially

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

Agenda Item 4:

Global Geodetic Reference Frame

Annotation to Agenda Item:

Report of the Regional Committee of United 

Nations Global Geospatial Information 

Management for Asia and the Pacific in 

collaboration with the International 

Association of Geodesy on the global 

geodetic reference frame. 

Agenda Item 10:

Critical issues relating to the integration of 

land and marine geospatial information

Annotation to Agenda Item:

Report of the Secretary-General in 

collaboration with the International 

Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and the 

International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) 

on critical issues relating to the integration of 

land and marine geospatial information.
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Addressing the Land Information Requirements 
of the Urban Poor - Piloting STDM in Uganda

Pilot Activities

1. Building local partnerships in Uganda and 
selecting a pilot city

2. Customization of STDM Intermediate 
version in response to local context

3. Learning, monitoring and documentation -
what is needed to build capacity?

4. Drawing lessons for wider application

5. Dissemination (After Danilo Antonio et el, 2012)

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

Continuum of Land Rights Global Land Tool Network, UN-HABITAT (2010) 

The Social Tenure 
Domain Model

A Pro-Poor Land Tool
FIG Publication No. 52

include rights that are documented as well as undocumented,

from individuals and groups, from pastoralist and informal settlers,

that are legal as well as extra-legal and informal
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The guidelines address a wide

range of issues including

recognition and protection of

legitimate tenure rights, even

under informal systems; best

practices for registration and

transfer of tenure rights;

managing expropriations and

restitution of land to people;

rights of indigenous

communities; ensuring that

investment in agricultural lands

occur responsibly and

transparently; dealing with the

expansion of cities into rural

areas

Endorsed on 11th May 2012 by 

the United Nations Committee 

on World Food Security

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
Internationale Vereinigung der Vermessungsingenieure

Endorsed on 11th May 2012 by 

the United Nations Committee 

on World Food Security

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
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“. . . an urgency and an

immediate challenge in the

building of an up-to-date, credible,

comprehensive and authoritative

inventory of land (and the seas)

that include information on tenure,

custodianship and ownership.”
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During the XXIV FIG Congress in Sydney, 2010,

a seminar was organised to address the

challenges Small Island Developing States

(SIDS) are facing in achieving the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) and with a special

focus on the Pacific Region. The Seminar

articulated the input of surveying professionals

in the Pacific Region and emphasised the

importance of good land governance especially

in relation to climate change and natural

disaster; access to land, coastal and marine

resources; and secure land tenure and

administration. The seminar adopted the

“Sydney Agenda for Action ” that aims at
developing the capacity of surveying

professionals to deal with these challenges.

(FIG acknowledged the funding

provided by Aus Aid, FAO,

Commonwealth Foundation, and NZ

Aid towards the success of this

Seminar.)

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
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“Sydney Agenda for Action” has five points;

� Flying high with feet on the ground;

� Developing vehicles for building professional 

capacity;

� Building roles and responsibility for 

professionals;

� Acting responsibly; and

� Driving the Agenda for the Pacific.

(FIG acknowledged the funding

provided by Aus Aid, FAO,

Commonwealth Foundation, and NZ

Aid towards the success of this

Seminar.)
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Surveyor 2.0

Geodesist

Data Acquirer

Field Officer

Quality Manager

System Designer

Spatial Information

Manager

Advisor & Solutions Provider

Knowledge-driven Manager

Informed &
Sustainable 
Decisions
& Actions

Knowledge

Information

Data

Measures

(Mesures)

Measures

(Mesures)

Model

(Modèle)

Model

(Modèle)

Maps

(Cartes)

Maps

(Cartes)

Manage

(Gestion)

Manage

(Gestion)
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ProfessionalsProfessionals PeoplePeople

PoliticalPolitical SocialSocial

PlacesPlaces PoliciesPolicies

EnvironmentEnvironment EconomicEconomic

MeasureMeasure ModelModel

SciencesSciences TechnologiesTechnologies

MapMap ManageManage

KnowledgeKnowledge PracticesPractices

Informed & 
Sustainable 
Decisions & 

Actions

Knowledge

Information

Data
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Engaging the 

Membership

• Communications

• Commissions

• Conference Structures

Engaging Global 

Challenges

• Collaborating

• Contributing

• Cascading

Enhancing the 

Significance and 
Relevance 

towards the 

betterment

• Society

• Environment

• Economy

2011 - 2014 Work Plan:  

Engaging the Challenge: Enhancing the Relevance

Vision

A Profession, armed with knowledge and best practices, extending the usefulness of 

surveying for the benefit of society, environment and economy, increasingly positioned 

in significance and relevance, next door to everywhere.

Fédération Internationale des Géomètres

International Federation of Surveyors
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addressing the needs of Youth as a broad category within Society and Economy.

Median Age in 

Years

1950 1980 2010 2050 2100

Latin America and 

Caribbean

20.1 20.1 27.9 41.0 46.6

Africa 19.2 17.5 19.8 26.4 35.9

World 23.9 23.1 29.4 37.9 41.9

(United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs)
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