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Hello, do you know what | am or where | am?

| am a survey marker “KUI” and you'll find me and my friends in many
places around you.

Next time when you go outside to play, look around carefully.
You may find one of us in the ground right next to you.

Our job as a survey marker is to mark important locations, make
boundaries or sections clear for everyone. | am in Hyuga City in Miyazaki
prefecture, this is where | work. | work hard every day and night, showing
the location | belong.
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Peep,peep, peep!

Oh, | see swallows flying high in the sky. They fly to different places each
season. Just look how they fly high in the beautiful blue sky; they look so
happy and free. | know | must stay here to do my job well, but | still wish |
could travel the world someday.
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Ribbit, ribbit. Here comes Mr. Frog.

He visits me often and keeps me company. He likes to rest on the metal
plate with ID number on my head, it is a cool and cozy spot for him to
rest.

| asked Mr. Frog if he had seen much of the outside world.

He answered that he would go places to places on rainy days, but never
too far away from home. As he said goodbye, he warned me that there
would be a big storm coming in our way very soon.

Ribbit, ribbit. He was already gone.
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Boom! Crash!

A thunderous rainstorm started as Mr. Frog warned. | have never seen
such downpour in my life. Everyone around me was leaving to look for a
safe place from the storm.

Mr. Frog is nowhere to be seen. | see the hillside slowly slides but | cannot
move from where | am. The ground around me is shaking so much, 'm so
scared...
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Rumble, Rumblel!

A clap of thunder echoed around me. The soil around me slid into the
river below, taking me into the deep water.

Please someone save me, but no one heard me.

Help.. .help mel!
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| floated in the waterway into a big river, and finally | heard big waves
crashing for the first time in my life. This must be a big ocean and I'm all
alone. | am a small survey marker made of recycled plastic, and all | can
dois to float in the ocean. Oh, what will happen to me next?
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Being all alone in the vast ocean is the scariest thing I've ever
experienced, not knowing what would happen or where | would go. The only
thing | could do was to look up in the sky for an answer. Then a beautiful
cloud appeared in the sky and seemed to be telling me that | should
remember my dream of traveling to different places. Yes, now | can
travel to different places as freely as swallows!
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Meanwhile, back in Japan. My friends were all worried about me.

Survey markers are essential around the world, from engineering
projects to disaster management. So some stakes called landslide
markers have ability to transmit data to the internet.

One of them sent a message around the world, “a marker from Hyuga
city has been missing since the storm, please contact us if you find it”.
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[A variety of markers around the world.]

i

The message was immediately received around the world.

Many fellow markers everywhere thought of me and looked out for me.
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Nonetheless, there were a few markers that were unable to help find me
They were unable to communicate with me or my network

They are scared about the important place they had protected might
changed, and they might be pulled out and thrown away.
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l understood that the survey markers are worried that the land they are
protecting might be invaded or abandoned by wars or conflicts, and that
they themselves could easily be destroyed in unforeseen circumstances.

I have always wanted to see the world, but for some of us staying in one
place is best for us.

What is the role of a marker?

Markers can be used to mark locations trails and roads, detect landslides,

water crops, show underground dangers, map construction sites. Our
purpose is to protect people.
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Twinkle, twinkle.
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| tried thinking of different thoughts while floating in the ocean, | wanted
to keep me from getting too scared being all alone. | still had no idea
where | was or where | was going. Then | remember someone told me

once that one could look up to the stars for the purposes of celestial
havigation. Using the Northen Star | was able to calculate the angular
measurements of known fixed positions and triangulate my approximate
location. Where is the northern star that will guide me?
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Splash!

All of a sudden, a giant swordfish jumped out of the water, | thought he
was going to swallow me in his huge mouth. But he looked at me closely,
he then swam away in the sunny ocean.
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A kindly sea turtle came by and told me that he warned the swordfish
that | was not food but something made of plastic.

He said he was glad that the swordfish had listened to him and decided
not to eat me. | thanked the sea turtle and said that | was made of eco
recycled plastic which is still not healthy for anyone. He said, “that’s
great, but don’t stay in the ocean too long”.
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The sea turtle told me to go back to where | belong, and showed me the
way to reach the shore. A place that | belong? I've never thought of it.

Where is it? Is my adventure about to end?
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The sandy beach where | reached was in Port Orford, Oregon. It is in the
west coast of the United States. A man named Mr. Dale was taking a
walk on the beach and found me in the sand.

| said, “Hello there. It's s0 good to see youl”.
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Mr. Dale took me to his home and gave me a name, Critter, as a small
cute sea creature. He then told his friend about me, they were so
curious to find out where I'd come from.

Because of the plate on top of me they found out that | was from Japan
and had traveled 5000 miles in the ocean to reach where they were.
What a great adventure for little Critter!
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The CEO of Ripro flew to Port Orford to come pick me from Japan. | was
made in a Ripro factory from recycled materials.

"Little Critter, do you want to stay here or back to Japan?”
What do | want to?

Il want to..., | want to...
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I want to back my country and my point!

I want to live as a survey maker just like before!
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I came back to Hyuga City, everyone called me a miracle survey marker.

My local friends warmly welcomed me back, then...
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Heartfelt messages started to pour in from around the world. Everyone
was so happy for me that | returned to where | belong. Survey markers
have important job to do everywhere in network.

Now that | know there are many of us around the world doing the same
important job as mine, | will never feel alone anymore.
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My name is Critter. My home is North latitude 32°23’East longtitude
131°30:. I love Hyuga City. If you happen to be adventuring in my vicinity,
I would fancy that you stop by and visit.

Little Junior Frog visits me and | with great enthusiasm say “Hello, it’s
50 good to be home and happy to see you™.

"Hope Peace D"

END
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MEET DALE! PICK UP CRITTER.
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OREGON LAND SURVEYOR MR.MINOR SUBMITTED
CRITTER STORY TO SURVEY MAGAZINE.
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HYUGA CITY PEOPLE HELP LOOKING FOR CRITTER MARKER POSITION.
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CRITTER STARTED ADVENTURE FROM SIDE OF MIMI RIVER IN HYUGA, MIYAZAKI.
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ISPENT ABOUT A YEAR AND A HALF BEING SLOWLY AND DELIBERATELY SWEPT EASTWARD TO REACH THE WEST COAST OF THE UNITED STATES. THERE WERE MANY HAPPENINGS
ALONG THE WAY, BUT THANKS TO DALE’S KIND HELP IN GETTING ME OUT, | WAS ABLE TO RETURN TO MY HOMETOWN OF HYUGA CITY.

DALE FINDS LITTLE CRITTER

S
2
g
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PORT ORFORD CITY IS THE WESTERNMOST PLACE IN USA CONTINENTAL
LAND. GOLD BEACH IS 45 KM AWAY VIA OLD GOLD RUSH ROUTE.
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LITTLE CRITTER'S STORY WAS FEATURED IN AN AMERICAN MAGAZINE.
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Located 28,280 841 fest +/-
from original location.

By John Mincr, LS

Edfitor’s mate: A chance discovary by

an Drogor beacheamber has forged
eross-Faciic Hes betwmon f comstal
citfag—amd thafr respeciive surveying
Communlies

few manths ago, June 10to be

specific, | received an interest-
A M ing phone call from Dale Lee
in Port Orford, Oregon. Apparently,
Dale does a lot of beachcombing,
and ha had found a survey monu-
mant that had washed up on the
beach. This wasn't the first one he
had found, but it was the first one
with legible writing that enabled him
to find out whera it had originated.
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[k dated e that the monument had
been manulsciured by Ripen Comorstioa of
A PN EREE SUp@lies AR o mately 6% ol
tha survay Mmonumsnts wied nJapen. He
wirahe 1o tha company, and 10 his suipeisn
Kango Oada, Figrn CEO, responded swying
ha would bl o et Dabe and 520 where ks
found the monumant

A it furmed out, Kangowaes on 8 bosi
nass rip that included stops in bath Eureps
and Amarica, 50 & plogsant way io end his
iz would be with & stopir Part (rfzed, John
Hoteod, bl of the Kational Society of Pro:
Tassion Surveyors (NSPS) dolagation to the
International Federafion of Surmyoss [FIG|,
15 @ longtime Family inend of Kengo and ol
Tared b trawnl ‘adth him from his fina| mpet-
ing in ¥¥Escorsin to Oregen

This wasa't the first tme John and Kengo
hiad trenvzled logother to see one of Ripro's
mionumenes it had mace the rip sems the
Pacihc. {See sdebar, befow )

Dale’s reason Yo caling me was partly
that he woulsn't be sble 1o greet tham at
the avport an June 12 0 Bosth Berd, 19 ha
askod i | woald, plos ha thought & would bo
nite H lseal sursepant ware alss on and 1
greet fam. | contacted Saversl other ur-
virgoid, bul bec susa ol the shat nolice and
witdk schindolag Dwas The oaly 3unimar
availabie,

Rimps Mefudille, Probessionsl Land Su-
vy o l‘rra-um BRbClivg SBETARAY, WaE
bk o pend me PLI0 memarabilin o grve a3

Lost Island Stake

In 2012 @ Fipro slastc sonvy stake
wics phucked from the sea by o local boster
naar Orcas teland in nosthasest Wishing:
ton, Initially, it was thowgh that the stake
had Bean part of the debeis from the dev-
nstarng Tohoiu garthquake and tsunsmi
of 31 and was ieparied a3 such by o
cal Scatte television news (see; goa.gl
rCEK3

Fuither reseaich showed that the stake
had como fram & diffizrent part of Jagan
end kely had been disliodged from its
orginal location by a typhoon six months
halone tha oanbaquaie. The story was
noneThekess quite interesting ard gener-

\
)

| Kbt —T1—RORR
\

a g bo Kergo. In return, Kengo g me o
copry of the children's boek that was a resull
ol the monumes] menbomd balew, clus a
riplica o the monernunt found by Dale.

B was arranged thet we would g#1 ba-
gether again the next day with Dale fo wsil
tha lecation of the found meaumen jus 2
listie narth of the Capa Blarneo Lighthouss,
than retire to his house for relreshments.

Abrve: The wials wasbed axheoe sear Pard Or-
Tord, Cirvgom, mnos T §308 ke away; wrwms
Erreges ate Piils

Lef: Ksage Ousds. 1k smthar, and Jobn Hobel
wpen arriral 84 s Marth Boad sirpart.

Stake's Journey

Tew sinan's Bumsy v sanddy i:qgln l‘mg ']
comwb in ther feratad area upland from
Hyiiga City [or Hylga-shi: pronoencad Hy-
wgal, in Mamzaki Prafeciune, on Kyush ks
land=—tha southwestem:-most of the fow
main islands of Japan. The aroa kas arich
Bitnry, inciuding & rofe in key campaigns of
competing samurai clans. Legend says et
et curiiury Emperor Keikd gaeoed out 10 303
mear what is now Hyage Gy and said, “This
ccantry faces straght toweed the sunnse™=—
ard, ag it fums gul—Qregon,

Whetn Rigrn re-uanchaed i find the original
location of e merkeg Sy wina sble b rack
T puichasy by uniged idenifiss prnled (n
Each marker. This b e e Myiga Ciry miney
ffice ind two City sunwnors wha had placed
itk k> defineiio & luase area lor 6 bocal
iznesary compary. The sufveyors and 2 leresany
company exeutre named Mars wee eagei o
showe a Ripro represertatve the spol

Myaraki Prefeenen, Ko moorof daoan,
o suheet e Bnnusl mereehal maing n fact
the freguency s pevanty ol lyphooms ha-
g Japen has increased n recant docades.
i amclanr A% 02 pracitely when the slake
s dishodged or o i hd been duing & b
#=0an, 2 when itwes dislogged, & would
mave sravellad cuc iy dovn The adjacen
crauh inlo Whe Mmi Aar (hlims-gareal

Major rivers i oo Jagan, B Wi

wtod o lot ol mberast on both sides of the full-cooor, hwrd-beoned bock fin Bath Eng- gawn, mra Ened with an amaging system of
Pacific. Kt and Japanasel was processd by 8 lavies, many dating back b the Shoqun Toky-
A eivilidre s hook was wrinen basad on  crozs-Pacilic fmam thad included Ripro FaWE 81 When samesral clics iidie during the
the Z011-202 jowrney ol the survey stake,  Corp and Joan Hohed, (Rend the PDF var- canturias of relesve pasce among the clans)
Tuod Lk Oreals 5000 Mile Odyzscy, the  sion here: goo g¥22EVE: )
£ |
/4

RITEDIZA[8000F A% E oAl F—HAKABBITSNEL: ]

woirn aften hep! bosy with matsve public
wirks. During the By ming, tha levees pra-
vt lkecding bul tuen e rvees 1980 raging
mrrants. Tha sarcor would Rawe bide pect-
& Fr autio 888 if & Mmamer of howrs
Berna dioim Jipan clasn widh up on the
vt coast ol the U 5. Canada, and Alagks due
I the stong cument, caled Kurshio (Black
Currentl. The wivaard durvey maiion folioved
this eurrent sad emada 1 10 #e souh Coasl
ol Dregon ks o spetnear Fort Qrinrd and e
Cape Blancs bghthouss.

Cross-cultural Meet Up

The pairiies were able o meet n Pert Orlerd,
wheg Dale Low fook Kengo (Rada lor 2 stredl
on'the boach whond fw had fourd the marker

| mizsed maidng the comictian on the beach,
whech v urfortunste becacie A was srang,
boautiul nearky wndiess day bul | ot ogether
vt e 41 Dale's house for refrshmants sy
eral hows aften

Eimnpe showud us picteros of whern the
Mot ment bigas its journey from alongside
& cxiik. The monument v onginslly s o
304, and Dsfo found it in May 216

Wishain | aRnr I TNA BE PO IS £RE AM
aff, Kengo stiosd f f would be okay i he
passed my gt to the susvreod wihd had
onginaly s the monument. | s, "ol
courme,” plug, | gave hies one o my reba
caps o pEs along.

In £882 VDU Waie wordaring whel man-
rial the manume=s wai mace of, Kengs fold
g tral, Protecting the srvrnnment and re-
cyeling aro key alomants 1o Ripeo's suscess.
Weete plestic materisis arm recyzing sad
trred into sureay markers, Al types of plas-
tic waste arn usod: serap wrapping film from
mirport cargo, chamical plants, and fnecking
DpRrabons, plastic Taps, CApetng, car pars
including plastic bumgars, oic.”

[Kengn gave ma a procuct cataiog that dis-
plays the large varety of products mansfac-
turgd by Ripeo. Thess types of markors hevo
hecome fuirky ubiguiious in Japan, sod you can
even find plastic sorvey stabes in lacal haed:
ware shones along with survey's ribbans,
Ipe, safety qast, ind even construetion levels

This evect has opened up new bes ba-
twoan tese ey cites and the surmyors of
Oregon and Miyasaki Prefesture. & hand-
walithert nole sent Irom | orestry exec ulive
Miura cn the kocal Hyiga lomestry translates
1 ") wees sunprised 1o see thet the smke had
made it 5l the way to Dregan. Thas stake has
comeched us by i, In th huluie, we hope
that Hyiigs Ciry and Port Orfoed c40 fons: o
sreng Tendisp.” @
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THANK YOU EVERYONE IN HYUGA CITY.
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THANK YOU EVERYONE IN PORT ORFORD.
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CRITTER DISCRIPTION
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Another incredible Survey Marker Tale: CRITTER’S 5000 MILE ADYENTURE
John D Hohol - President Emeritus, FIG Foundation

May 9, 2016: | received an email from Kengo Okada, Ripro CEOQ, sharing a message from Dale Lee: While beachcombing at Cape Blanco
State Park just north of Port Orford, Oregon Dale, locally involved with Coastwatch which monitors changes along the ocean shore,

found a Japanese survey marker that washed up on the shore. Kengo confirmed it was a Ripro marker.
June 14-15, 2016: Trip to Port Orford with Kengo.

June 14: Graciously met at North Bend airport by John Minor, President of the SW Chapter
Professional Land Surveyors of Oregon. Our local base would be Castaway by the Sea Hotel.

June 15: With John Minor, Kengo and |, on a windy cool day, met Dale Lee and his girlfriend
DeEtte Miller near the Cape Blanco lighthouse. From there we walked to the beach area below
where Dale showed Kengo the exact spot he found the marker. After exploring the beach
area, we went to Dale’s home for a small party with several of his friends to celebrate the

discovery of the marker. | especially enjoyed the nice discussions with Tom Calvanese, head of

the Oregon State field station, and Tyson Rasor who is doing NOAA marine debris surveys.
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Born 1974 in Okayama City, Japan. Graduate Colorado Aurora Public Gateway High School USA.
Kanagawa University. 2013 RIPRO Corporation, Japan CEO
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“For Teru-chan with our thoughts and prayers” from Kengo
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