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Introduction

Peter Farren Managing Director - Farren Land Surveys Australia 

● Licensed Surveyor with over 35 years of experience in the 

industry

● Founder & Managing Director of Farren Land Surveys since 

2000

● Holds surveying licenses in Victoria and New South Wales was 

licensed in QLD and Western Australia

● Extensive experience working across different cadastral systems 

in Australia

● Deep understanding of field notes, survey plans, and land 

administration in various states



My Presentation

● Evolution of Survey Field notes and Plans of 

Survey in Victoria from 1830’s to Present Day

○ Survey Field notes and plans currently 

produced in

■ Queensland

■ NSW

■ Western Australia

■ Tasmania

■ Northern Territory

■ ACT

■ SA

● Comparison Between states

○ The winner is…

● Future of fieldnotes



History

Robert Hoddle & the Design of Melbourne

● Robert Hoddle – First Surveyor General of Victoria

● 1837 – Designed and set out Melbourne in a grid formation

● He set out the Roads at  99 feet (30m) wide

● Governor Sir Richard Bourke ordered roads to be reduced 

to 66 feet (20m) wide

● Hoddle successfully argued for wider streets, citing:

○ Future growth

○ Better transport flow

○ Improved public health

● His vision ensured Melbourne’s long-term liveability

● Surveyors have vision! – Shaping cities for the future Allotments sold by public auction with the names of purchasers and prices -

June 1 1837



First land sale at Melbourne, 1st June 1837 - J. R. Ashton c1887



Survey Plan & Field Notes 1890

Parish of Everton County of 

Bogong
Dated 11 March 1896

Area near Beechworth -

(Note the Reference trees – “reference marks”

Note the old Chinese water race)

● Field Notes were a work of art 

● The natural features where 

shown such as terrain, 

vegetation, river beds etc

● Theodolite and chain was used 

thus basic survey information 

shown

● Magnetic north for datum



Survey Plan & Field Notes 1900-1910

Copy of Field notes of subdivision of allotments, 

Essendon, Parish of Doutta Galla, County of Bourke 
Dated 10 December 1909

● Fieldnotes show simple survey information 

● Land subdivision with minimal occupation to 

locate

● Locate Face of bluestone kerb

● Reference marks placed



Survey Plan & Field Notes 1910-1920

Copy of Field notes Parish of Beechworth 
County of Bogong - Dated 25 November 1911

Copy of Field notes Survey of Allotments Parish of 
Oxley County of Delatite - Dated 9 June 1919



Survey Plan & Field Notes 1950’s

● Field notes show traverses, offsets, all occupation, 

measures to face of bluestone kerb

● Common practise to run traverses parallel to the 

alignments to make computations simple

● Occupation is common for the Datum points

Parish of Cut Paw Paw County of Bourke
Dated 13 September 1948



Survey Plans & Field Notes 1970-1980’s

● In the 70’s using the 

chain and theodolite

● Notes show parallel lines

● In the 80’s EDM 

was in use

● More radiations

● Distances on 

Traverselines Township of Bacchus Marsh - Parish of 

Korkuperrimul
Dated 19 May 1972

Township of Bacchus Marsh - Parish of 

Korkuperrimul
Dated 20 October 1984



Survey Plans & Field Notes 2000 - NOW

Plan of Subdivision

● Separate document from the 

fieldnotes

● Easier for the public to understand



Survey Plans & Field Notes 2000-NOW*

● In Victoria when marking title 

boundaries by Law an RE plan has 

to be lodge at LUV

● Shows Datum, marks placed, 

traverse info

● Lot dimensions and title connection

● Field Notes for a subdivision are 

separate document

● Shows everything!



Victoria

Survey Field Notes 

● In Victoria, Fieldnotes are a separate 

document

● Shows all survey measurement 

datum, occupation

● The LOT



Supplementary fieldnotes for greenfield subdivision



Other States

Survey Field notes and plans currently produced in

• Queensland

• New South Wales

• Western Australia

• Tasmania

• Northern Territory

• South Australia



Survey Plan from Queensland called Identification Survey

● Marking title boundaries only

● Must be lodged 

● Has reference Table for the survey marks to be found 

● Plus all title dimensions and area

● Shows limited occupation

● The difference between title and occupation is not clear

Queensland



Queensland 

Subdivision Plan and field notes

● All in one document

● Has reference table for the survey marks to be found

● Plus all title dimensions and area

● This is building subdivision for warehouses

● The boundaries are the walls of the buildings thus no 

dimensions are required to be shown



Queensland

Subdivision Plan and field notes

Sheet 1 Cover Sheet 

● Describe the Title descriptions

● Easement details

Sheet 3 

● Defines the lots, areas, common property



Tasmania 

Survey plan from Tasmania called 

Boundary Reinstatement

● Marking title boundaries only - not a 

Subdivision Plan 

● It shows datum, traverses, radiations, 

marks placed and occupation

● Must be lodged at the Titles office

● It has the LOT!



Tasmania 

Survey Field Notes and Plan of subdivision

● The fieldnotes and plan are separate 

documents  

● Fieldnotes shows all survey measurements, 

datum, occupation

● The LOT



Survey Field Notes of green field subdivision

● The Fieldnotes and Plan of Subdivision is 

all on one document shown on separate 

sheets

● When marking boundaries there is no 

requirement to lodge fieldnotes 

Western Australia



Western Australia

Sheet 1 of 2 Sheet 2 of 2



South Australia

Survey Plan and Field Notes

● The Subdivision Plan and survey field notes 

is shown on one document

● Sheet 1 - Title details

● Sheet 2 - Information has the survey datum, 

reference table and adopts

● When marking title boundaries it is not 

required to lodge any type of field note at the 

Titles office.



South Australia

● Sheet 3 - Shows all lot dimensions, 

easements reference table and some 

occupation



Northern Territory

The documentation has the 

Plan and survey information 

all in one.

● Shows reference marks

● Marks placed

● Some occupation



New South Wales

Plan and Fieldnotes 

● The Subdivision plan DP’s and survey 

notes are all shown on one document

● Survey Datum and marks placed are in 

reference table

● Shows all title dimensions,easements

● Marking boundaries is called a RE-PEG

● Not necessary to lodge the fieldnotes to 

LRS



We surveyed our surveyors and draftsmen to find out which method was their most preferred out of all the states in 2 key areas:

Survey

Note: all participants are Victorian so we are aware that some bias would likely be present



Results

And the winner is.. 

Victoria!

OVERALL 

SCORE

CLARITY 

TOTAL

INFO

TOTAL
STATE

964254QLD

984355TAS

1065056WA

934845SA

1145757VIC

743341NT

934449NSW



Why have 8 different systems?

● Have one standard Survey Plan and Fieldnotes in 

Australia

● Makes sense since we now have mutual recognition 

between states for operating as Licensed Land 

Surveyor

● Or do we need fieldnotes at all?

● With Changing technologies and workflows (one man 

survey crew) upload and downloading digital data.

● Do we have Digital Fieldnotes in the future?

● E-fieldnotes,  coordinate cadastre

● Or Keep the Lawyers Happy and use our Field cards 

Future



International Federation of Surveyors supports the 
Sustainable Development Goals

The most relevant SDGs related to the presentation and theme of this session



Thank you

Questions… Please no Tricky Ones!! Just 

Yes or No Answers

Peter Farren - Managing Director Farren Land Surveys Australia

www.farrengroup.com.au



STEP 1: SELECT HERE THE THREE MOST RELEVANT SDGs

STEP 2: COPY THE SDG INTO PREVIOUS SLIDE 


